speciAL 
coLLecrioNS 

OouqLas 

LibRAR^^ 


queeN's  uNiveRsiiy 

AT  kiNQSXION 
Presented  by 


kiNQSTON     ONTARIO     CANADA 


i 


ARGUMENTS 


FOR  AND  AGAINST  AN 


UNION, 


BETWEEN 


GREAT       BRITAIN 


AND 


IRELAND, 


CONSIDERED. 


DUBLIN: 
PRINTED  FOR  J.  MILLIKEN,  NO;  3  a,  GRAFTON-STREET. 
1799. 


fiC^ii.  n'^i .t^^ 


ARGUMENTS 

FOR  AND  AGAINST  AN 

UNION, 

CONSIDERED. 


It  appears  from  a  variety  of  circumftances, 
that  the  fubje£t  of  incorporating  the  Irifh  with 
the  Britifh  Legiflature,  and  forming  a  complete 
Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  undergo- 
ing a  difcuffion  by  the  leading  characters  of  both 
kingdoms ;  and  it  is  rumoured,  that !  fome  mea- 
fure  may  be  propofed  upon  it  to  the  two  Par- 
liaments. 

The  quefliion  is  of  fuch  extent  and  importance, 
and  applies  fo  warmly  to  all; the  feelings,  preju- 
dices and  paffions  of  the  human  mind,  that  it 
cannot  fail  to  be  univerfally  debated  :  the  only 
fear  is,  that  it  will  not  be  properly  debated. 

If  it  is  to  be  decided  by  paflion,  or  by  force, 
there  is  no  mifchief  which  the  agitation  of  the 

queftion 
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queftion  may  not  produce  •,  if  it  is  to  be  deter- 
mined on  its  merits,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  ufeful.  In 
one  cafe  the  rejedion  or  adoption  of  it  would 
terminate  in  dilcontent  or  convulfion  ;  in  the  other, 
the  rciult  of  convidion  would  produce  fatisfadion. 

The  objed  of  the  confiderations  which  follow, 
is  not  to  give  an  opinion  upon  any  Flan  of  Union, 
which  may  be  in  contemplation,  but  to  ftate  the 
general  arguments  which  refped  the  fubjed,  and 
to  prove  that  it  ought  to  be  difcufTed  with  temper, 
and  that  it  deferves  fuch  a  difcullion. 

Let  us  firft  view  the  queftion  in  the  abftrad. — 
Two  independent  ftates,  finding  their  feparate  ex- 
iflence  mutually  inconvenient,  propofe  to  form 
thcmfelves  into  one  Rate  for  their  mutual  benefit. 

Such  is  the  Quefiion  of  Union,  than  which  no 
queftion  can  be  devifed  more  fit  for  fober  and 
philofophical  argument. 

A':;a!n — Every  independent  fociety  or  ftate  has 
a  right,  conftftent  with  its  exifting  duties  and 
obligation?,  to  propofe  the  means  which  appear 
moft  probable,  for  the  attainment  of  the  happinefs 
of  its  people. 

If  it  appears  probable  that  fuch  happinefs  can 
beft  be  attained  by  remaining  in  its  prefent  ftate, 

feparate 
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ieparate  and  independent  oF  any  other  country, 
reparation  and  independency  ought  to  be  main- 
tained at  all  hazards.  If  it  appears  probable,  that 
Aich  happinefs  can  beft  be  attained  by  a  federal  or 
an  Incorporate  Union  with  another  country^  fuch 
an  Union  ought  to  be  the  national  obied. 

When  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  being  cruell>f 
opprefTed  by  the  Spanilh  Government,  feparated 
from  that  Government,  in  order  to  efcape  from 
tyranny,  and  to  fecure  liberty  and  happinefs.  they 
a6ted  according  to  right,  in  declaring  and  eltablifh- 
ing  their  independence. 

When  the  Sablnes  found  they  could  not  main- 
tain themfelves  any  longer  againft  the  Romans, 
and  faw,  that  by  uniting  with. them,  they  had  art 
opportunity  of  increafmg  their  liberty,  their  hap- 
pinefs, and  their  pov/er,  they  acted  according  to 
the.piinciples  of  reafon  and  right,  in  relinquifhing 
their  feparate  independency  as  a  flate,  and  by 
their  Union  laid  the  foundation  of  Roman  great-* 
nefs. 

This  reafoning  and  thefe  inftances,  form  a  com- 
plete anfwer  to  all  declamation  upon  the  common 
topics  of  national  dignity  and  national  pride. 
Were  any  perfon  to  exclaim,  "  who  fhall  dar(g 
to  propofe,  that  the  independence  of  Ireland  (hall 
Ibe  annihilated  ?"    I  would  anfwer  him  by  aa;i!her 

c^ueftiun, 
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qiicftion — If  the  liberty,  the  conveniences,  the 
happinefs,  the  fecurity  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
will  be  improved  by  an  incorporation  of  the  Irifh 
with  the  Britifh  legiflatiire,  fhall  we  not  for  fuch 
advantages  endeavour  to  procure  that  incorpo- 
ration ? 

England  was  formerly  divided  into  feven  king- 
doms, which  were  continually  engaged  in  pre- 
datory wars  with  each  other,  and  the  ifland  wa? 
a  general  fcene  of  confufion  and  barbarifm.  A 
wife  and  fugacious  prince  united  thefe  feparate 
kingdoms  into  one  Empire.  Did  the  people  of 
the  Heptarchy  lofe  their  independence  by  this 
Union  ^  Was  a  Mercian  degraded  by  becoming 
an  Englifhman  ?  Were  the  people  of  the  feven 
nations  made  dependent,  or  were  they  debafed 
and  enflaved  by  abolifhing  the  local  regulations 
which  divided  them  into  feparate  and  hoftile  fo- 
cieties,  deftrudivc  of  themfelves  and  each  other, 
and  by  aflbciating  and  uniting  under  one  regimen, 
one  code  of  government,  and  one  fovereignty  ? 

We  might  extend  this  reafoning,  were  it  not 
too  obvious,  both  to  Wales  and  Scotland  :  How 
is  a  Welchman  degraded  by  being  reprefented  in 
the  Britifh  Parliament  ?  How  is  a  Scot  enflaved 
by  becoming  a  Briton  ? 

The 
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The  queftlon  of  forming  an  Union  between 
two  countries,  muii  never  be  confufed  with  the 
fubjedtion  of  one  country  to  another. — The  latter 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  refult  of  force,  the  former 
of  confent ;  the  latter  is  calculated  to  extinguifhi 
the  power  and  independence  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties ;  the  former  by  the  communication  of  privi- 
lege and  the  Union  of  ftrength,  to  increafe  the 
powe£  and  independence  of  both.  The  one  is 
therefore,  never  to  be  fubmitted  to,  but  from 
neceflity,  the  other  may  be  the  object  of  choice. 

An  Union  may  be  compared  to  a  partnerfhip 
in  trade.  If  a  merchant  finds,  that  from  circum- 
ftances  of  fituation,  want  of  credit  or  capital,  he 
cannot  carry  on  his  bufmefs  alone,  with  advantage, 
will  he  not  be  wife  to  unite  himfelf,  if  poffible,  to 
an  extenfive  and  weahhy  fcrme,  and  to  become  a 
lliarer  in  proportion  to  his  contribution  of  induftry 
and  capital,  in  the  fecure  profits  of  an  eP-abliHicd 
houfe  ? 

If,  therefore,  the  raeafure  of  forming  an  Union 
between  two  kingdoms,  whofe  feparate  exigence 
is  inconvenient,  is  abftradtedly  agreeable  to  reafon 
and  philofephy,  and  if  in  many  inftances,  it  has 
been  attended  with  advantage  to  the  contending 
parties,  it  is  plainly  a  fubje<ft  for  temperate 
difcuflion. 

Jf 
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if  an  Union  may  be  advantageous,  in  what 
cafes  is  it  likely  to  be  moft  fo  ? 

An  Union  pt-eruppofes  that  when  it  is  com- 
pleted, the  contra(5\ing  lUtes  fliall  be  bound  to- 
gether by  the  fame  Conftitution,  Laws,  and  Go- 
vernment ;  and  by  an  identity  of  interefts,  and 
equality  of  privileges* 

When,  therefore,  oTie  of  the  States,  defirous 
to  form  an  Union,  is  inferior  in  point  of  civili- 
zation, agriculture,  commerce,  manufadures,  mo- 
rals, manners,  eftablifhraents,  conftitution  -,  and 
the  other  State  is  eminent  and  fuperior  to  all  the 
world  in  thefe  advantages ;  it  is  evident,  that  an 
Union,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  muft  be  moft  beneficial  to 
the  former — for  there  is  every  probability,  that 
the  Union  will  communicate^  by  degrees,  all  its 
advantages  and  excellencies  ;  and  the  inferior  So- ' 
dety  will  be  thus  placed  in_a.  ft-'^<"f.  of  continual 
emula^ojTj^  and  improvement. 

Let  us  compare  then  the  fituations  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland — the  former  enjoys  the  bed 
pra(5lical  Conftitution  and  Government,  which  any 
nation  has  ever  experienced ;  the  people  are  in 
general  the  moft.  civilized,  the  moft  obedient  to 
Law,  the  moft  honcft  in  dealing,  the  moft  decent 

in 
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in  morals,  the  moft  regular  in  Religion  of  any 
people  in  Europe.  They  have  the  beft  agriculture, 
the  moft  extenfive  commerce,  and  have  carried 
manufadures,  arts,  and  fciences  beyond  any  other 
nation.  Their  foldiery  is  brave  and  ordeily  ;  their 
naval  greatnefs  is  unrivalled. 

Now,  in  many  of  thefe  particulars,  we  acknow- 
ledge and  lament  the  inferiority  of  Ireland— our 
civil    and    religious    difcontents,    jealoufies    and 
difturbances ;   the  confpiracies,   the  infurre£tions, 
the  rebellions  which  have  difgraced  us ;  proclaim 
our  dcfedls  in  civilization  and    policy-— that  the 
former  is   not  fufficiently  diffufed  to  prevent  irre- 
gularity and   licentioufnefs ;  nor  the   latter  ftrong  '^^^^ 
enough  to  reprefs  them.     Our  agriculture  is  by  no  y^^  > 
means  perfe(5t ;  there  is  only  one  manufacture  of  y 
great  importance ;  and  commerce,  though  it  has    . 
been  of  late  years  encreafed  beyond  our  hopes,  is     ^ 
not  carried  to  that  extent  which  the  powers  and  vv*-/^ 
refources  of  the  nation  are  able  to  reach.  ^f/ita 

Let  thefe  countries  be  united,  and  identified  in 
government,  in  policy,  in   intereft,  what  muft  be 
the  unavoidable   coniequence  ? — ^Ireland   will    be  -k^e 
gradually    rifing  to   the  level   of    England  ;   or  r-/^^ 
England  gradually  finking  to  the  level  ot  Ireland  j  Jv^y. 
and  it  is  obvious  which  is  moft  probable.       y^^       ^  ^ 

If  any  perfon  has  a  fon  uneducated,  unim- 
proved,  and    injured    by  bad   habits,   and    bad 

company ; 
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company;  in  order  to  remedy  thefe  imperfec- 
tions, would  it  not  be  his  firft  endeavour  to 
eliabliili  him  in  the  beft  focieties,  and  introduce 
him  into  the  moft  virtuous,  the  moft  poliflied, 
and  the  moft  learned  company ;  and  if  he  could 
once  reconcile  him  to  fuch  companies,  and  teach 
him  to  relifh  their  converfation,  would  he  not  be 
certain  of  his  fon's  improvement,  and  of  his  finally 
turning  out  to  his  credit  and  fatlsfadlion  ? 

Vv'hat  can  any  fangr.ine  Irifli  Patriot  wifh  for 

his  country  but  that  its  inhabitants   ftiould  attain 

the  fame  habits,  manners,  and  improvement  which 

make  England  the  envy  of  Europe  ?  and  by  what 

/  means  can  he  hope  to  attain  that  end  foeffedually  as 

I  by  uniting  with  her  Government,  and  binding  up 

/  all  her  interefts  and  concerns  in  the  fame  bottom  ? 

Sappofing  tl:ere  were  no  other  reafons  which 

tendered  the  Union  of  the  Sifter  Kingdoms  defire- 

able,  the  ftate  of  Europe,  and  efpecially  of  France, 

'^  feems  to  didlatc  its  peculiar  policy  at  the  prefent 

^     day.  ,  France  -has  not  only  united  to  herfelf,  and 

incorporated  a  great  addition  of  territory,  but  has 

rendered  abfolutely  dependent  on  her  will,  almoft 

^     all  the  fmaller  ftates  which  furround  her.     Geneva 

/      is   incorporated,    Savoy   is   incorporated,   all   the 

y     Auftrian   provinces  in  Flanders,  all  the  German 

ftutes,  oil  this  fide  cf  the  Rhine>  are  incorporated. 

^  /t.  ffC^C  ^'^^cc  ,v  Aui  y^f^       Spain 

'  L  / 
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Spain  is  fubjed  to  her  influence;  Holland,  Switzer-/^y«^ 
land,  Sardinia,  and  the  new  Republic  of  Italy,  are/i^^^^ 
occupied  by  her  armies  ;   to  every  countiy  Ihe  . 

extends  her  principles,  and  her  intrigues,  and  on 
this  kingdom  her  defigns  have  been  nearly  fuc->^/^-« 
cefsful.     No  continental  power  could  refift  her  . 

arms,  Great  Britain  alone  maintained  the  contefl :: 
but,  in  proportion  as  the  power  of  France  is  \n~d!u^y^ 
creafed,  fo  ought  the  ftrength  of  the  Britifli  Em-  a       ._. 
pire  to  be  augmented.    If^_irom  the  diftmited  ^^'^^f' 
ftateofthe  Britifh  Empire,  any  particular  part  of  it^^.  f^„ 
hasbecome  open  to  the  attacks  of  France,  or  of  its 
republican    fadlion  m   England,    that   avenue  of^^^  '^^ 
difjnion  jhould   be  clofed  ;   how   could  it  have  ^^^^^^^^ 
been   poflible  for  England   to  have  formed  the^_ 
barrier,    which  flie   has  oppofed   to   the   Frenclt^    ' 
power,  if  Scotland  as  well  as  Ireland,  at  this  day,>^,.!^^ 
had  continued  a  feparate  kingdom,  equally  open  ^     ^ 
to  French  intrigue?     She  would  probably  have       ^*^' 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  France,  and  the  liberties  ox.^'*^' ^ 
Europe  would  have  fallen  with  her.       *^^^r^^.^^  ^/v^-r--/^ 

France  well  knows  the  principle  and  the  force  ^v  /r  ^ 
of  incorporations.  Every  flate  which  (he  unites  to  /^  ^ 
herfelf,  jfihe  makes  part  of  her  empire,  one  and  in-  ^y^ 
divifibk^  and  will  not  fufFer  any  mention  to  be^^*^^^^ 
made  in  negociation  f.f  reftitution.  Whilft  in  ^ , 
her  affe^led  plans  of  \.  licy  for  the  liberties  of  the  ^^"^^^^ 
Britifh  Empire,  (he  maintains  the  principal  of  ^^--^yi^/ljC 
paration,  as  elTentijil  to  freedom,  (heconfiders  the  ^ 
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•Union  of  England  and  Scotland  as  an  iifurpation 
of  the  former;  and  leaving  England  to  her  fate, 
would  make  Scotland  ,ind  Ireland  feparate  Repub- 
lics. France  well  knows  the  adage,  dum  fingul't 
pignant  umverfi  vincuntur  ;  and  fhe  has  played  that 
game  fuccefsfuUy ;  but  as  we  wiOi  to  check  the 
ambition  of  that  defperate,  and  unprincipled 
power,  and  if  that  end  can  only  be  efFeded  by 
maintaining  and  augmenting  the  power  of  the 
Britifli  Empire,  v^^z  -ihould   be  favourable  to  the 


principle  of  Union,  which  muft  increafe  and  con- 
folidate  its  refources. 

If  an   Union   may  be  defirable    between   two 

independent  kingdoms,  it  muft  be  moft  defirable 

.        when  fuch   two   kingdoms  are  united  under  one 

J'       -Sovereign,  and  hav-e  feparate  legiflatures  ;  for  they 

^^^      have  all  the  difad vantages  without  the  advantages 

^  y       of  an  Union.     The  Sovereign  muft  refide  in  one 

*^      •  (  of  the  kingdoms :  there  would  of  courfe  be  the 

^__      L  metropolis  of  the  empire;  there  would  be  the  real 

y  j  feat  of  the  government ;  thence  would  flow  all  the 

^^'*'^^  r  counfels  ;    and   thither   would   refort   thofe,    who 

'     '       I  wiflied   for   favor  and  emolument.      The  king- 

.  dom,  where  the  monarch  did  not  refide,  not  hav- 

-^         .'  ing  the  origination  of  all  counfels  and  meafures, 

I  and  having  much  of  its  rents  carried  away  by  ab- 

'^/-^        fentees,  would  be  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  jealoufy 

and  difcontent  •,  and  being  feparate  in  all  refpeds, 

but  in  the  individual   perfon   of    the    monarch, 

would 
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Would  be  a  prey  to  foreign  fadion;  and  an  empire 
thus  compofed  could'iTever  be  in  a  itate  of  full 
fecurity,  for  there  never  could  be  a  certainty  that 
all  parts  of  it  would  purfue  the  fame  fyftem. 

The  obje-itions  to  this  predicament  were  fo 
flrong  in  Scotland  before  the  Union,  that  the 
Scots  brought  in  a  Bill  of  Settlement,  to  provide 
that  their  Monarch  fhould  never  be  the  fartieperfoa 
as  the  King  of  England  -,  upon  this  the  alternative 
of  Union  or  Separation  became  inevitable,  and  at 
length  they  wifely  preferred  the  former — What  has 
been  the  confequence?  The  Sdotch,  becoming 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  Britidl  fubjeds, 
have  greatly  added  to  dieir  own  civilization  and 
wealth  ;  have  enjoyed  internal  tranquillity  and  fecu- 
rityi  and  enabled  Great  Britain,  by  the  cdnfolida- 
tionof  the  whole  ifland  under  one  Government,  to 
reach  that  height  of  profperity  and  glory  which 
makes  her  the  envy  and  the  protectrefs  of  Europe. 

In  the  fituation  which  Scotland  held  previous  to 
the  Union  does  Ireland  ftand  at  prefent  •,  except 
that  the  CrOwn  of  Ireland  is  by  expiefs  ftaiutes  oT 
declaration  and  recognition  perpetually  annexed 
to  and  dependent  upon  the  down  of  England;  (o 
that  whoever  is  King  of  England,  is  in  right  of  that 
title,  ipfo  fjSlo,  King  of  Ireland.  The  King  6f 
Irclarhd,  as  the  King  of  Scotland  before  the  Union, 
refides  in    another  kingdom.      The  counfels  for 

the 
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^      the  Government  of  Ireland  are  framed  in  the  Brltifh 

f    Cabinet ;  the  Government  of  Ireland  is  a(f\ually 
adminiftered   by  a  Britifh  Lord  Lieutenant,  who 
diftributes  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  ;  the  Irifli 
Parliament  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  a  great  degree 
fubjed  to  Britifli  influence,  and  near  one  million 
of  the  rents  of  the  kingdom  are  annually  exported 
to  Abfentees.      The  jealoufies  upon  thefe  points 
•^     f  are  great  and  unavoidable,  and  form  the  perpetual 
topic  for  inflaming  the  minds  of  the   people   in 
■'  fiewfpapers,   and  the  unvarying  theme  of  com- 
/  plaint  and  invetlive  by  Parliamentary  Oppofition. 
I    Nor  can  this  inconvenience  ceafe  whilft  affairs  re- 
•^  I    main  as  at  prefent ;  for  fo  long  as  we  form  part  of 
'     1    the  Brltifh  Empire,  we  muft  acknowledge  one  Ex- 
\  ecutive  Power,  one  prefiding  Cabinet ;  and  it  is  of 
■*-^  \  indifpenfable  necefllty  for  that  Cabinet  to  induce 
^       '  every  part  of  the  empire  to  purfue  the  fame  prin- 
ciples of  adion,  and  to  adopt  the  fame  fyftem  of 
meafures,  as  far  as  poflible :  and  as  the  interef^s  of  • 
England  muft  ever  preponderate,    a   preference 
will  be  always  given  to  her,  or  fuppofed  to  be 
given,  which  has  the  fame  effe(5l.     The  Irifh  Par- 
liament is  certainly  in  its  inftitutipn  independent  -, 
it  may  when  it  pleafes  adl  contrary  to  the  policy  of 
^\  the  empire;  it  may  exhort  the  King  to  make  war 
when  the  views  of  England  are  pacific  •,  it  may 
^ '    declare  againft  a  war  when  Encjland  is  driven  into 
one  by  neceflity  -,  and  it  has  aiflually  aflerted  a 
l^       Right  to  chufe  a  Regent  of  its  own  appointment, 

diftind 
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diHind  from  the  Regent  of  Great  Britain  «,  it  may 
alfo  declare  againi\  treaties,  and  refufe  to  ratify 
commercial  articles.  Now  if  Ireland,  having  thefe  ]  ^^O-. 
powers,  fliould  at  anytime  exert  them  in  oppo-i,^^^ 
iition  to  the  condud  of  England,  the  empire  would  ^ /^tc 
be  endangered  or  diifolved  j  and  fo  long  as  the 
Fariiament  of  Ireland,  from  motives  of  difcretioii 
and  prudence,  does  not  exert  them,  it  will  be  fub- 
jed  to  the  imput^kon  of  being  meanly  and  cor- 
ruptly fubfervient  to  the  Britilh  Cabinet ;  and  the 
imputation  being  conftantly  repeated  and  always  1^^^ 
liable  to  be  renewed,  will  have  in  future,  as  it  has  ip^^ 
had  already,  a  prejudicial  influ«;nce  on  the  publig  V^-^ 
mind,  leading  the  people  to  dirtruft  gnd  ^to  difpa-  '^>»^ 
rage  their  \z^\^^\\xit,i^f'^^^^^^^-^ 

Add  to  this  the  melancholy  reflexion,  that  the  /^^ 
Irifli  Parliament  has  been  long  made  the  Thestr<s 
for  Britifh  Fadlion,  When  at  a  lofs  for  fubjeds  of' 
grievance  in  Great  Britain,  they  ever  turn  their 
eyes  to  this  kingdom,  in  the  kind  hope  that 
any  feed  of  difcontent  may  be  nourilhed,  by  their 
foftering  attention,  into  ftrength  and  maturity .—»• 
Incapable  of  beating  the  Mlnifter  on  his  owo 
ground,  they  change  the  place  of  attack,  and 
wound  him  from,  the  fide  of  Ireland.  Need  | 
allude  to  the  Queftion  of  the  Commercial  Pro- 
portions, the  Queftion  of  the  Regency,  and  the 
Queftion  of  the  Catholics »,  when  we  have  feen 
the  Leaders  of  tlie  BritiHi  Op5>ofition  come  forward 

to 
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to  fupport  the  Charader  of  Iiirii  Rebels,  to  palliate 
■*  and  to  juftify  Irifli  Treafon,  and  almofl  to  vindi- 
/»*<<^  cate  Irilli  Rebellion  ?  If  then,  differing  from  Great 
r/  Britain  in  Imperial  Queftions,  would  diiTolvethe 
^  Empire,  and  if  uniformly  concurring  with  her, 
muft  fubjeft  the  Parliament  to  perpetual  impu- 
tation of  criminal  fubierviency  to  a  foreign  Cabinet ; 
and  if  fo  long  as  an  Irifli  free  and  independent 
Parliament  remains,  it  muft  be  fubjeft  to  the 
Cabals  of  Britilh  Party  ;  might  it  not  be  a  meafure 
of  wifdom  to  incorporate  the  Parliaments  toge- 
/'^  ther,   and  that  Ireland    fhould   accept  the   fame 


> 


Guarantee  for  its  Liberty  and  ProTperity,   as  falis- 


/     L    fiesjhe  people  o£_England  ? 

Si--  It   is  notoriou'^  that  before   tha  Union,   Scot- 

land had  always  a  connexion  and   alliance  with 

^^^  France-,  which  fince  the  Union  has  totally  va- 
ifhed.  Her  feelings,  condudt  and  policy  have, 
fince  that  period,  been  entirely  Brilifh.  It  is  equally 
notorious  that  a  correfpondence  was  kept  up  with 
France,  by  a  party  in  this  kingdom,  efpecially 
fo  long  as  the  Pretender  lived,  who  had  the 
appointment  to  all  the  Irifh  Roman  Catholic 
Bifhoprics,  and  who  difpofed  of  them  in  concert 
with  the  Court  of  France.  It  is  alfo  manifeft  that 
a  connexion  with  France  has  been  lately  renewed 
upon  new  principles ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the 
French  will  never  ceafe  to  intrigue  in  this  kingdom, 
vvhilft  we  remain  in  our  prefcnt  ftate,  which  pre- 

fents 


^<-C 


^/  ^'^    i'^iu^/c/c./^a'  l^y^c^  ^^ 


'rX.    ^^ 


/.x         ^ 
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Tents  fo  favourable  an  opening  to  intrigue  of  every 
kind. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe  that  an  Union  of  the  Briliih 

and  Irifh  Legiflatures  were  completed  upon  fair . 

and  equitable  principles,   what  would  be  our  new 

fituation  ?  The  Monarch  would  remain  in  England 

as  at   prefent ;  the  Abfentee   proprietors  of  land  A-<  / 
£  might  in  fbme  degree  increalej^^and  London,  as  at  i^^/i 
^^a^       prefent,  would  be  the  general  refort  for  bufmefs,     ' 
f/ncr:   for  advancement,  for  pleafure.      But  the  Britidi 
f^l.        Cabinet  would  receive  a  mixture  of  Irifhmen,  and 

thecounfelsof  the  Britifh  Parliament  would  be  much 
^*^'**'  influenced  by  the  weight  and  ability  of  the  Irifh 
*i-  U^  -  Members  ;  all  our  party  contefts  would  be  tranf- 
v^^ji^^y}     ferred  to  Great  Britain  ;  Britifh  faftion  would  ceafe 

to  operate  here ;  there  would  be  no  jealoufy  of 
e^TAX.  -  Britifh  Influence  on  the  Cabinet  or  Parliament ; 

there  would  be    no  clafhing  of  diftin(St  interells, 
Ctr/tjL,      no  fear  ofjreland  becoming^  too  pov,erful  to  govern.^ 
j^^  '     France  could   no   longer  {peculate  on  the  nature 

of  our  diftincfl  Government  and  Parliament  ^  and 
"^  hope   to   feparate    the   kingdom,    in   fad,    from 

^1  ^     Great  Britain,  as  it  is  already  feparated  in  theory. 

The£ultivation,  the  improvement  qf^  Ireland ,  ljke/<^  / 
ti.jA'        that  of  Scotlandy  ^ould  be  pgculiarly  attended  to,^^^^ 

as  the  increafe  of  our  wealth,  confequence„^biljj:y,^,^^ 
^  ^4^     and  power,  muft  tend  to  increafe  thejfecurity  of^ 

^  the  Empire,  not  to  endanger  it  \  and  in  pro-^^^  ^ 
^>^^'  portion  that  we  felt  the  benefit  of  an  Union,  oup,,^^  ^ 
^iat  ^   attad^^^toj^^^  ^AJj^c^cC 
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Ail  writers  havz  agreed  in  condemning  what  i§ 
called  imperium   in   imperio.      It    is    this   vice   of 
conftitiuion  which  has  annihilated  Poland,  where 
every  fcnator  was  a  fovercign  ;  and  has  enflaved 
the  Seven  United  Provinces,  where  each  province 
was  a  Sovereign.     Franklin  add  Wafhington,  the 
founders  of  the  American  Empire,  had  not  courage 
in  their  firfl;  projed^  of  a  conftitution  for  the  Ame- 
rican ftates,  to  exclude  this  radical  eV-U*  but  le^:. 
each  ftate  independent.     So  foon  as  the  prcfTure 
of  neceffity,  which   had    confederated   the  ftates, 
ceafed  in  confequence  of  peace,  the  fault  of  fuch 
a  conftitution  became  evident :  it  was  clear  to  men 
of  common  capacity,  that  an  empire,  confifting  of 
Thirteen  independent  focieties,  without  one  com- 
trion   Imperial   controul,  would  foon   divide  into 
Thirteen  independent  empires.     To  obviate  this 
jieceilary,  though  poflibly  diftant  confequence,  the 
■viifdom  of  the  Americans'  prcjedted  a  new  con- 
ftitution, in  which  this  original  vice  was  remedied ; 
tlic  feparate  independency  of  each  (late  was  wifely 
relinquithed ;  ^  general  legiflative,  and  a   general 
executive  were  formed  for  the  government  of  the 
"Union  in  every  imperial  concern  5  and  each  re- 
fpe(5live  ilate  was  confined  to  local  and  municipal 
objects.     At  the  fame  time,  a  juft  deference  was 
paid  to  all  the  Teft  Laws  and  religious  ellablifli- 
ments  throughout  the  Union  ;  and  each  ftate  being 
allowed  to  maintain  its  ecclefiaftical  arrangements, 
all  religious  llruggle  and  animofity  was  prevented. 

To 
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To  the  wifdom  of  this  pTStv^f  Union  the  ftrength 
and  happinefs  of  the  United  States  may  be  attri- 
buted— If  each  had  retained  to  itfelf  its  feparate 
independent  Legiflature,  is  it  probable  that  the 
AmericanEmpire  could  have  lafted  to  the  prefent  day? 
If  French  intrigue  had  at  one  time  fuch  influence 
in  America  as  nearly  to  have  overturned  the  ex- 
ifting  Union,  hovv  could  its  efforts  have  been  re- 
fifted,  when  the  gaining  of  one  ftate  alone  might 
have  diflblved  the  Union  ?  To  injure  America 
in  its  prefent  form,  a  majority  of  the  reprefenta-' 
tives  of  the  whole  Union  muft  be  feduced  ;  to 
have  deftroyed  her  power  under  her  firft 
Conftit-ution,  the  corruption  of  one  flate  alone 
would  have  been  fufficient. 

What  are  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Adams,  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  with  refpe;^  to 
their  firft  federal,  and  the  prefent  incorporate 
Union — "  The  former,"  fays  he,  "  was  formed 
"  upon  the  model  and  example  of  all  the  con- 
"  federacies,  ancient  and  modern,  in  which  the 
*'  federal  council  was  only  a  diplomatic  body  j 
**  even  the  Lyclan,  which  is  thought  to  have  been 
"  the  beft,  was  no  more.  The  magnitude  of 
"  territory,  the  population,  the  wealth  and  con> 
*'  merce,  and  efpecially  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
*'  United  States,  have  (hewn  fuch  a  government 
*'  to  be  inadequate  for  their  wants  ;  and  the  new 
**  fyftem,  which  feems  admirably  calculated   to 

D  *'  unite 
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"  unite  their  interefls  and  affedlons,  and  bring 
**  them  to  an  uniformity  of  principles  and  fenti- 
"  ments,  is  equally  well  combined  to  unite  their 
*'  wills  and  forces  as  a  fingle  nation.  A  rcfult  of 
*'  accommodation  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  reach  the 
"  perfedion  of  any  one ;  but  the  conception  of 
**  fuch  an  idea,  and  the  deliberate  Union  of  fo 
**  great  and  various,  a  people,  in  fuch  a  plan,  is 
*'  without  all  partiality  or  prejudice,  if  not  the 
*'  grcatcft  exertion  of  human  underftanding,  the 
**  greateft  fingle  effort  of  rational  deliberation  which 
*'  the  world  has  ever  feen.'* 

If  fuch  are  the  fentiments  of  the  prefent,  let  us 
advert  to  the  opinions  of  their  late  Prefident, 
General  Wafhington.  In  the  letter  addrellmg  the 
prefent  conftitution  of  America,  for  acceptation, 
he  has  thefe  words — "  In  all  our  deliberations  upon 
*'  this  fubjedt,  we  kept  fteadily  in  our  view,  that 
*'  which  appears  to  us  the  greatell  intereft  of  every 
*'  true  American,  the  confolidation  of  our  UnioUy 
"  in  which  is  involved  our  property,  fafety,  per- 
*'  haps  our  national  exiflence.  This  important 
**  confideration,  ferioufly  and  deeply  imprefled  upon 
**  our  minds,  led  each  ftate  in  the  convention  to  be 
"  lefs  rigid  in  points  of  inferior  magnitude,  than 
"  might  have  been  otherwife  expedted  ;  and  thus 
"  the  conftitution,  which  wc  now  prefent,  is  the 
**  refult  of  a  fpirit  of  amity,  and  of  that  mutual 

"  deference 
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"  deference  and  concefTion,  which  the  peculiarity 
"  of  our  political  fituation  rendered  indifpen- 
"  fable." 

When,  therefore,  an  Union  is  propofed  to  our 
confideration,  it  may  not  be  prudent  for  us  to  fpurn 
at  a  principle,  which  the  fagacity  of  Adams,  and 
the  virtue  of  Wafhington,  confidered  as  indifpen- 
fable  to  the  profperity,  fafety,  and  perhaps  the 
exiftcnce  of  America  •,  a  principle,  which  has  dif- 
appointed  the  prophecy  of  politicians,  that  the 
American  Union  would  fplit  into  feparate  and  con- 
temptible ftatesi  which  has  preferved  her  from  the 
intrigue  and  corruptions  and  infolence  of  France  ; 
and  which  enables  her  to  defy  the  menaces  of  that 
unprincipled  power  with  confcious  fuperiority. 

Having  confidered  a  few  general  topics,  which   ^^l^ 
the  queftion  of  Union  naturally   fuggefts,  let  us     /^ 
examine  the  arguments  which  refult  from  the  par-  ^ 
ticular    fituation  of  Ireland,   as   to  its   property,/^-*^^^ 
its  cftablifhments,  and  relisious  divifions.      ^  ^ 

Nine-tenths  of  the  property  of  Ireland  are  in 
poflefilon  of  Britidi  Defcendants.  Their  lands 
were  taken  from  the  original  inhabitants,  and  con- 
firmed to  the  prefent  poffeiTors,  chiefly  by  the  Adt^ 
of  Settlement  i  but  a  large  part  of  them  was  held  ^ 
under  Britifh  A£ls  of  Parliament  for  a  century.  ^ 
The  poffelTors  of  thefe  lands  are  of  the  Proteftant 

religion. 
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religion,  and  acknowledge  tlie  King  as  the  head 
of  their -church  ;  whereas,  the  original  inhabitants 
are  Catholics,  and  acknowledge  the  fpiritual  jurif- 
didtion  of  a  foreign  power.  Thefe  Proteftants, 
./  ^  i  thus  polTeflmg  nine-tenths  of  the  property,  are 
^  /^  I  only  one-fourth  of  the  inhabitants  in  number,  and 
they  have  been  obliged  to  rely  upon  Britifli  aP- 
fiftance,  for  the  prefer vation  of  their  property  and 
exillence  at  different  periods. 


^'^ 


The  eftabliXhed  Religion  is  the  Proteftant,  and 
^  the  Church  is,  in  Conftitution,  fimilar  to  that  of 
England,  and  endowed  with  the  Tythes  of  the 
^'^C^Z'  whole  kingdom",  and  with  great  property  in  land. 
t./  J^  l^C^^^  paftors  of  the  difTenting  Proteftants  are  in  a 
.    y  degree  fupported  by  grants  of  the  Legiflature. 

/f^^^^^jz^  ^    The, Catholics  having  fhewn  great  power  in  the 

conteft  at  the  Revolution,  were  long  fubjedted  to  a 

fevere  code  of  laws,  which  kept  them  in  fubordi- 

nation  \  that  code  has  within  thefe  few  years,  been 

almofl  entirely  repealed ;  but,  though  they  enjoy 

a  complete  toleration,  they  are  by  no  means  con- 

-<.  u^^y^^  tented,  but   demand    political   equality   with  the 

<r,   >   f  Proteftants,  and  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  Parlia- 

z  mentary  Conftitution,  as  will  give  their  numbers 

^ /proportionate  power. 

The  Proteftants,  recolleding  the  f^ruggles  which 
<^fC  ^  ^cre  made  by  the  Catholics  in  the  reign  of 
/  /^  /y    ^      //  >  //  Elizabeth, 
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Elizabeth,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firfl, 
and  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second,  and  poflibly 
fancying  that  they  difcgyer  fimilar  views,ia  thg 
prefent  unhappy  conteftj___a£]L-3ithi.diilm&  and 
caution.  They  plaufibly  argue,  that  thofe  who 
have  the  fuperiority  of  number,  when  once  they 
can  obtain  the  power,  will  not  long  want  the  pro- 
perty of  the  (late.  They  guard  therefore  v/ith  vi- 
Jgilance  their  Ecclefiaftical  and  Parliamentary  Ef- 
\  tablifhments,  and  look  to  Great  Britain  as  the 
guarantee  of  their  fafety  andjniportan ce. 

The  Proteftants  flate,  that  when  the  Catholics 
were  reftrained  by  fevere  la'^  s,  the  kingdom  con- 
tinued in  tranquillity  for  a  century  ;  but  fo  foon  as 
national  confidence,  the  refult  of  thit  tranquillity, 
induced  them  to  repeal  the  reIlri(5lio[is  by  which 
the  Catholics  were  bound,  the  ancient  fpirit  of 
rivalry  revived,  and  the  Catholics  demanded  fuch 
[a  change  of  the  Conftitution,  as  would  gradually 
transfer  to  them  all  the  power  of  the  ftate. 

The  Proteilants  feel  likewife  other  caufes  of 
diftruft,  fuggefted  by  recent  circumfiances,  on 
which  it  is  defirable  to  caft  a  veil,  when  accufation 
ori  one  fide,  and  juflincatlon  on  the  other,  tend 
more  to  exafperate  than  to  conciliate,  and  to  prO' 
long  our  diftradions  than  to  heal  them. 

Would  to  God  it  were  pofTible  to  bury  all  that 
lias  palTsd  in  benevolent  oblivion  j  but  fuch  a  con- 

fummation, 
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fummation,  ihough  devoutly  wifhed,  cannot  bd 
fuddenly  expected.     Whilft  the  opinions  of  Eu- 
rope  are  afloat ;    when     all    the    foundations    of 
fociety    are,    as    it   were,    broken   up   and    torn 
afunder  -,   when  all  the    old    principles    and  no- 
tions, which    bound  us  together  in  fubordination 
and   peace,   are    loofened  or   dilTolved  j  when   it 
<^       appears  dubious  and  uncertain  what  turn  the  public 
'^'c/  niind<>will  aiTume,  and   in   what  fyftem  i-t  will  ul- 
r^    timately  repofe  -,  the  expedation  of  any  quick  re- 
/      turn  to  former  difpofitions  of  confidence,  and   ha- 
'  '     bits  of  amity  are  poflibly  chimerical. 

*'*'^^^"inAhe  mean  while,  under  the  prefent  temper  and 
feelings,  it  is  not  to  be  hoped  that  Protertants 
will  confent  to  furrender  their  political  powers, 
much  lefs  can  they  be  perfuaded,  that  they  could 
do  it  with  fafety. 

At  the  fame  time,  whilft  Ireland  continues  a 
/  feparate  kingdom,  the  Catholics  will  not  drop 
their  claims,  nor  the  argument  of  numbers  in 
their  favour.  So  far  from  dropping  their  claims, 
they  have  already  renewed  them ;  and  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Waterford,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  have  repeated  their  demand  for  po- 
litical equality,  and  advanced  it  on  a  plea  of  me- 
rit. They  have  ftill,  and  will  ever  have  elec- 
tioneering partifans  in  Parliament,  and  fpeculative 

advocates 
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advocates  in   England  to   feed  their  hopes,  and 
they  will  be  fupported  by  every  open  oppofer,  or     . 
fecret  ill-wi(her  to  the  government. 

If  then  the  feparate  Conftitution  and  Eftablifli-  ^ 
ments,  and  Teft  Laws  of  Ireland  are  to  continue^ 
as  at  prefent^  the  kingdom  muft  remain  in ^  con-  ^ 
tiniial    ftate  qf^  ijTJtation.     The  numbers  of  Ca-// 
tholics  compared  to  Protellants  are  as  three  to  one. 
Modern  political  writers  upon  Religious  Eftabllfh-  ^ 
ments  lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  every  ftate     . 
ought  to  eftablifh  that  religious  fed  which  is  moft 
numerous  ^  but  as  it  happens  that  in  Ireland,  the/^*^ 
moft  numerous  religious  fedtdocs  not  acknowledge  ,* 
the  fupremacy  of  the  ftate,  but   profeiTes  itfelf  to 
be  fubjeft  to  a  foreign  jurifdidion  ;  their  religion^ 
could   not   be   eftablifhed,  without  deftroying  the 
Conftitution,    which  is  founded  on  the  principles 
of  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  Liberty,   and  the    ex- 
clufion  of  foreign  interference  and  jurifdiftion. 

But  fuppofe,  at  length,  that  the  Proteftants, 
worn  out  by  importunity,  concede  to  the  demand 
ofj2oIitical_^quality  made  by  the  Catholics — 
what  are  the  confequences  '^. 

In   the  firft  place,   the   prefent  Parliamentary 
Teft  Oaths    muft   be  repealed,   and  a  new  Oath 
framed  to  meet  Catholic  feelings,   and  admit  the    - 
jurifdidtion  of  the  Pope. 

■     la 
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In  the  fecond  place,  the  Ad  of  Supremacy 
.  and  of  Uniformity  miift  be  repealed.  For  no- 
thing could  be  fo  abfurd,  as  to  make  men  who  deny 
the  fupremacy  of  the  King,  and  the  competency 
of  Parliament  in  Ecclefiaftical  Concerns,  mem- 
bers of  the  fupreme  power,  viz.  the  I.egillature  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  to  fubjei^  thefe  very  men 
to  the  penalties  of  Premunire  and  Treafon  for 
denying  that  fupremacy  and  competency. 


In  the  third  place,  you  eftablifli   the  principle, 

^  that  the  (late  is  indifferent  in  religious  concerns, 

,   and  that  it  is  of  no  confequence  to  the  ftate,  what  is 

'  /  the  religion  of  its  fubjefts;  from  which  it  follows, 

[  either  that  there  ought  to  be[no  eftablilhed  religion 

'  at  all,   but  that  religion  fhould  he  left  to  chance — 

^  or  fccondly,  that   all  religion;^  fhould  be  equally 

eftablifhed — or  thirdly,  that  (f  one   is  tobeeftab- 

lifhed  for  the  fake  of  religious  iniirudion,  it  ought 

5^  ^to  be  the  religion  of  the  majority,   which  is  the 

_  Calholic. 

In  the  fourth  place,  you  eflablifh,  or  acquiefce 
f\n  the  right  of  the  Pope  to   a  real,  and  eflential 
)  jurifdi6lion  within  this  realm,  in  all  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  Church  and   its  Government  5  and  the 
right    which  has  been  aflerted  of  the  College  of 
Cardinals,  which  is  the  Pope's  Cabinet,  to  manage 
'    the  ecclefiaflical  affairs  of  Ireland. 


^  £iJ7Cyr^    f^  ^  2£/  ^  ^  Zcc^^  / ^ 
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Thus  fo  foon  as  the  Catholics  cf  Ireland  are  ad-  c/ncti> 
mitted  into  the  Legiilature,  and  the  Teft  Oaths  <^^  ■ 
and  Ad  of  Supremacy  repealed,  the  Proteftant  .  ^ 
Church  Ertablifhment  beconnes   a  public  wrong,  ■^ 
7'^7r  Eftablifhment  isdefenfible  at  prefent,  becaufe,-^"*^"* 
on  principles  of  reafon,  and  from  the  nature  of  a  t/^1 
free  conftitutlon,  no  religious  fedt  can  claim  a  right  (^  -  < 
to  be  efiablifhed  and  fupported  by  the  ftate  which] 
denies  the   competency  of  the  ftate  to  regulnte//^^^ 
their  condu(5t ;  but  when  that  principle  is  aban-   <^_ 
doned,  the  defence  of  the  Proteftant  Church  ERab-^^/^ 

lUhment  is  abandoned  alfac/-;.^^  Z^^^?^ /^^^^ 
-        "  f  ^  ^  /    . 

It  farther  follows,  from  the  admiiTion  of  the  X^f'C^ 
Catholics  to  political  equality,  that  the  frame  of  ,/^^^f^ 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  Ihould  be  reformed.     It  is  ^ 

a  known  hiftorical  fact,  that  the  Irifh  Houfe  of^*/   '' 
Commons  was  framed  with  the  fole   view  of  ex-^^^^^ 
eluding  Roman  Catholics  ^  when  therefore  the  prin-  y 
ciple  of  excluding  Roman  Catholics  is  given   up, 
the  alteration  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  favour '/^^/ 
of  the  Cathcllcs  follows  of  courfe.   /-^^.^  ^/n^j/  . 

Admitting  the  Catholics  to  feats  ir/Wl^egftla^;^  '^ 
ture»  and  retaining  the  prefent  Parliamentary  ConV^^-^-^ 
ftitution,  would  be  like  inviting  a  man  to  dinner^^^^'^ 
and  on  his  acceptance  of  the  invitation,  '^^''^''^^^%^^^/- 
the  door  in  his  face.    • 

If  then  Reform    muft   follow   what  is    called 
^mancipation,  and  one  be  the  unavoidable  confe^  ^^«  Ci 
E  que nee 

.  //.'      ■  .        ^  /  / 
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quence  of  the  other,  would  not  a  revolution  of 
power  foon  take  place  ?  would  it  not  pafs  from 
Proteilant  into  Catholic  hands'?  and  what  hope 
could  the  Proteflants  retain  of  preferving  their 
fituation  when  they  had  loft  their  power  in  the 
Legiflature,  and  their  right  to  the  Church  Eitablifh- 
ment  ? 

Let  us  confider  then  what  would  be  the  natural 
cffeds  of  a  favourable  Lcgiflative  Union. 

Firft — ^The  empire  would  have  but  one  Legifla- 
ture, one  organ  of  the  public  will,  and  the  dangers 
which  arife  from  an  imperTimt  in  mperio^  from  two 
fapreme  powers  would  be  avoided. 

Secondly — Ireland  would  be  in  a  natural  fitua- 

i  tlon  ;  for  all  the  Proteftants  of  the  empire  being 

mnited,   fhe  would  have  the  proportion  of  fourteen 

1  to  three  in  favour  of  her  eftablifhment  -,  whereas  at 

/  prefent  there  is  a  proportion  of  three  to  one  againftit. 

Thirdly — The  Catholics  would  lofe  the  advan- 
(  tage  of  the  argument  of  numbers,  which  they  at 
I  prefent  enjoy,  and  the  Conftitution  of  the  Empire 
'  would  agree  with  the  theory. 

Fourthly  —  Whilft  Ireland  remains  a  feparate 
Country  from  Great  Britain,  Great  Britain  is  not 
pledged  upon  any  fpecific  principle  to  fupport  one 

fea 
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fed  In  Ireland  more  than  another ;  if  fiie  cannot    c'-c^'^ 
preferve  the  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms  by- 
upholding  the  Proteftants  in  their  eftablifliment/'^^  ^    ^ 
their  power,  and  their  property,  I  know   not  by 
what  tie  fhe   is   debarred  from  affifting  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  for  whilft  the  kingdoms  are  fsparate  and 
independent,  Ireland,  except  where  the  Crown  is 
concerned,  is  merely  bound  by  the  ties  of  interell 
to  England,  and  in  a  fimilar  manner  England  is 
only  bound  by  the  Rights  of  the  Crown  and  ties 
of  intereft  to  Ireland.     She  is  pledged  to  preferve  ^^  »^ 
Ireland  to  the  Britifh  Crown,  but  not  to  any  parti-    //     /^ 
cular  means  or  any  partiaijaijDnnciplgs  for  main-  ^ 

laining  that  connexion.     But  if  Ireland  was  once>^.^^,^^ 
united  to  Great  Bjitain  by  a  Legiflative  Union,  and  . 

the  maintenance  of  the  Protefiant  Eftablirhmenc^;<>2i^>%^ 
were  made  a  fundamental  article  of  that  Union,  then 
the  whele  Power  of  the  Empire  would  be  pledged 
to  the  Church  Eftablifiiment  of  Ireland,  and  the 
property  of  the  whole  empire  would  be  pledged 
in  fupport  of  the  property  of  every  part. 

An  objeflion  to  this  reafoning  has  been  made  by 
ftating  that  an  Union  would  encreafe  Abfentee 
Proprietors  ;  that  the  proprietors  of  eftates  are  ge- 
nerally Proteftants  ;  that  of  courfe  Proteftant  influ- 
ence  would  decreafe,  and  confequently  the  fecurity- 
for  Proteftant  property. 

The 
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The  anfwer  to  this  objedion  is,  that  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  Abfentees  from  Scotland  increafed 
after  the  Union,  and  that  an  argument  from  expe- 
rience in  polilical  reafoning  is  fuperior  to  any  argu- 
ment in  theory.     Another  mode  of  reply  is,  that 
fuppofe  Abfentees  were  to  be  increafed,  this  evil 
would  be  compenfated  by  the  folid  advantage  of 
having  a  fixed  unalterable  Conftitution,  and  of  having 
.the  whole  power  and  property  of  Great  Britain;  its 
j^v<^^^^;guarantees.     When  once  the  hope  of  change  were 
^ '/         at  an  end,  and  thejiope  of  forcing  fuch  a  change 

deftroyed, diflfatisfadtion  woiiTd~Tink  into  acqui- 

^^**"     cfcence,  and  acquiefcence  iofter.  into  content 

'  ,%^/~  ■  ^ 

Another  objed\ion  is,  that-if  an  Union  be  made 

^^*^  upon  Proteftant  Principles,  it  cannot  fail  to  excite 
'^  the  oppofilion  of  the  Catholics,  and  to  encreafe 
»iU^//)  their  difaffedtion  to  a  Government  which  perpetu- 
ally bars  them  from  power;  that  confequently  the 
Catholics  would  be  more  and  more  difpofed  to  cul- 
tivate a  foreign  connexion,  and  when  free  from  the 
vigilance  of   a    Proteftant   Refident    Parliament, 

-  g  _  ML  ** 

moreTiKely  to  j.lTe6tuate  that  conn^xion^_jind  the 
plans  refulting  from  it,  without  being  detedlcd. 

,  To  folve  this  obje(flion  it  is  only  neceffary  to 
/flate  it  as  a  pet'itio  prmci-pii.  What  ground  rs  there 
/to  aflume  that  the  Catholics  will  oppofe  an  Union, 
*  though  founded  on  Proteftant  Principles  ? 

Why 
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Why  may  not  an  Union  be  fo  fhaped  as  to  be  fa- 
vourable to  the  Proteftants,  without  being  unfa- 
vourable to  the  Catholics  ? 

Firft — A  Free  Toleration  will  be  fecured  to 
their  Religion.  Their  power  of  eledling  Repre- 
fentatives  will  be  perpetuated,  as  well  as  their  ca- 
pacity of  filling  moil:  of  the  offices  of  State. 

Second — It  may  be  advifeable  to  conned  with  j 
an  Union  a  proper  fupport  for  their  Clergy  and  / 
fome  fyftem  of  regulation  for  their  Church,  not 
inconfiftent  with  their  Ecclefiaftical  Principles,  and 
calculated  to  do  away  mifconceptions  of  their  reli- 
gious  tenets,  and  to  difcontinue  pradices  which 
have  been  attended  with  inconvenience. 

Third — The  diflenfions  which  arifc  in  coun-  1  ^ 
ties  from  Candidates  {landing  on  the  Proteftant/^ 
or  Catholic  interefts,  and  all  little  parifhjealouflesL^ 
will  ceafe,  from  which  circumftance  great  incon'j,., 
veniences  have  been  already  felt.  ^ 

Fourth — If  the  Proteflant  Interefl:  be  fecured,  ? 
there  will  be  no  neceffary  fiate  partiality  towards  / 
Proteftants,  which  is  a  natural  fource  of  complaint.  * 

Fifth — Catholics  will  feel  more  confident  under 
a  Legiflature  framed  upon  a  more  extended  bafis, 

where 
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i where  ttie  majority  of  members  will  not  beinflaefi* 
/ced  againft  thern  by  local  prejudices  or  antipathies* 

Sixth — Sedarian  ffruggle  will  terminLate,    and 
/tranquillity  being   reiiored,   animofities    will   gra- 
dually  relax,    and   there   being   no    ground    for 
pohiical  jealoufy  and   contention,  the  habits  and 
'connexions   of   fecial   life    will    re-produce  confi- 
/dence    and   friendfliips,    where  exill,  at  prefenf, 
I  rivalry  and  fufpicion. 

Seventh — An  opening  may  be  left  in  any  plan 

(  of  Union,  for  the  future  admiflion  of  Catholics  to 

/'additional  privileges.     And  Proteftants  can  never 

\  objedl  to  fuch  an   opening,  as  they  may  reft  af- 

j  fured,  that  the  Britifh   Proteftant  Parliament  will 

1  not  imprudently  admit   Catholic   pretenfions,  as 

I  the  Tcil  Laws  could  not  be  partially  repealed ; 

/  find  it  is  evident,  that  the   Catholics   could    not 

force  their  claims  with  hoftility  againft  the  v/hole 

;   power  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

^      Eight— The  Catholics  are  moft  numerous  in  the 

(  /outh  and  weft  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  is  conceived,  that 

/  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  would  be  moft  bene- 

i  fitcd  by  an  Utiion,  as  to  agricuUural  and  com- 


inercial  advanta^ 


<5r 


O" 


^  Ninth — As  all  the  ftruggles  of  the  Catholics  for 
/political  predominancy  have  failed,  and  as  they 
t  cannot  hope  to  carry  their  wifhes  by  domeftic  or 

even 
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/Ocven  foreign  force,  they  would  do  well  to  adept  a 
L  retllement,  which  would  enfure  them  miiny  po- 
/  litical  and  all  civil  advantages,  and  rel\  fatisfied 
\with  a  much  greater  degree  of  toleration  than 
/  Proteftants  have  ever  enjoyed  under  a  Catholig 
I  l>ate. 

To    anfwer    the  other   objecftion    which    v/as   // 
ftated,  we  may  obferve,  it  does  not  follow  that,  if     . , 
an  Union  were  made,  that  the  government  of  Ire-  ** 
land   would   be  iefs  vigilantly    adminiftered  j    it  /^, 
probably  would  be  adminiftered  with  more  atter;- 
tion  ;  becaufe  it  v/ould  be  Iefs  diftra(5led  by  tlies/^ 
bufinefs  of  party  and  of  Parliament;  and  for  the i 
fame  reafons,  it  would  be  adminiftered  more  im-V 

With  regard  to  Diflfenters,  they  are  fuppofed  to" 
be  in  a  ratio  of  about  one-feventh  to  the  whole 
population  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  one-fixth  tp 
the  Catholics,  They  are  moftly  manufacturer?, 
and  fome  of  them  are  merchants  ;  but  they  hav^ 
little  influence  in  the  prefent  reprefentatlon, 

Whilil  Ireland  remains  a  feparate  kingdom,  they 
^  'are  the  leaft  confiderable  body  of  the  people  ;  but 
i  were  an  Union  formed  with  Great  Britain,  the 
/  Diflfenting  intereft  would  be  in  a  very  different 
/  ratio  in  the  empire,  and  their  importance  ap,d 
'   power  would  proportionably  rife. 
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/    It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  the  vvifdom  of  their 
[junflion  wirh  the  Catholics,  in  order  to  overthrow  .- 
the  Protelhnt  power  and  eftablifhment ;  for,  fup- J 
'  pofing  their  prf  je^ft  to  have  been  completed,  they*' 
^  would  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  their  allies. 

^  If  they  had  fucceeded  in  their  plans  with  the 
/Catholics,  their  confequence  in  the  ftate  would 
i  have   been   probably   annihilated  ;    if  an    Union 

'takes  place,  their  importance  in  the  empire  will 

cncreafe ;  and,  as  to  their  ftaple  manufa^flure,  it 

will  be  fecured  for  ever. 


\      As  it  is  probable  that  a  modus  for  Tythes  will 
n^    /accompany    the    meafure    of    an   Union,    both 
/  Catholics  and  Diflenters  would  be  eflentially  fre- 


^\ 


/lievcd  and  benefited  by  that  part  of  a  new  fyftem. 


Some  perfons  have  conceived  that  it  might  be 
^  advantageous  to  the  Diffenters,  if  the  government 
1  of  their  Church  were  more  aflimilated  to  tlK 
Church  of  Scotland,  which  is  under  the  mofl:  ex- 
cellent difcipline ;  but  when  the  {tumbling  block 
of  Tythes  is  removed,  they  may  probably  fall 
in  with  the  Proteftant  Church.  The  caufes  of  dif- 
f^'erence  between  Proteftants  and  DifTenters  have 
been  for  fome  time  obfolete,  and  they  refort  to 
feparate  congregations,  more  from  early  prejudice 
and  cuftom,  than  from  any  rational  or  even  al- 
ledged  neceflity. 

Having 
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Having  confidered  briefly  in  v/hat  man^ner  an 
Union  would  afFeft  the  great  religious  defcriptions 
of  the  people,  we  may  proceed  to  examine  its  in- 
fluence on  the  different  orders  and  clafles  of  the 
State. 

The  Peerage  would  probably  in  any  plan  of 
Union,  be  reprefented  like  the  Scotch  peers,  by  a 
delegation  to  the  Britifh  Parliament.  This  arrange- 
ment would  not  afFedt  thofe  nobles  who  are  peers 
of  Great  Britain,  and  it  would  be  favourable  to 
thofe  who  refide  in  Great  Britain.  There  are  forty- 
one  of  the  former  clafs,  and  about  eighty  of  the 
latter.  The  remaining  fourfcore  peers  who  attend 
Parliament  oceafionally,  would  be  the  only  peers 
materially  interefled,  but  almoft  all  of  them  have 
confiderable  property  in  land,  and  as  all  perfonal 
privileges  and  prerogatives  would  remain  to  them, 
tlic  general  advantages  of  an  Union  in  giving  per- 
manent fecurity  to  their  titles  and  their  properties, 
would  compenfate  any  diminution  of  confequence 
they  might  feel  from  their  not  being  all  certain  of 
feats  in  the  Britilh  Parliament. 

The  fpiritual  peers  would  be  amply  recompenfed 
by  the  fecurity  given  to  their  diocefan  eitates,  and 
to  the  genera!  interef^s  and  eitablifhments  of  the 
chufch. 

F  The 
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The  fame  reafoning  will  apply  to  thofe  who  have 
pailiamentary  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 
Yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  tiiatjomejacrifices 
niuft"  be  made  of  power,  of  emolument,  of  im- 
portance.    Many  fchemes  have  been  in  circulation 
for  adjuiVing  the  reprefentation  of  this  kingdom  in 
the  Eritifh  Parliament.     It  is  not  the  defign  of  this 
publication  to  examine  them  •,  but  can  it  be  doubt- 
ed that  a  reafonable  reprefentation  may  be  feledted, 
which,   however  it  muft  interfere  with  the  conve- 
niencies  of  fome  individuals,  will  give  this  kingdom 
a  proportionate  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  the  Kfnpire  ?  There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  fubjedt 
fo  great,  which  maxjiotb^  obviated^  if  an-Union 
is  of  importance  to  be  att^ined2^and_ifj^ferioufly 
endeavour  to  effedt  it. 

The  chief  oppofition  to  the  meafure  muft  be 
expeded  from  the  Bar,  who  are  iuppofed  to  be 
more  perfonally  intereftcd  againft  it  than  any 
clafs  in  fociety.  It  is  a  general  habit  in  the 
gentlemen  of  Ireland  to  educate  their  fons  at 
the  Temple,  and  the  number  of  barrifters  is  much 
greater  in  proportion  here  than  in  England.  And 
as  the  profeflion  will  not  fupport,  by  any  means, 
the  numbers  which  purfue  it,  lawyers  in  Ireland  ex- 
tend their  circle  to  politics,  and  are  very  numerous 
in  Parliament,  and  extremely  adive  in  the  bufinefs 
of  it.  In  England  there  are  few  lawyers  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  i  whereas  in  Ireland  they  are 

a  formidable 
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a  Formidable  phalanx.  Were  a  legiflative  Union 
to  take  placCj  Irifh  lawyers  would  be  deprived  of 
the  parliamentary  market  for  their  abilities  and  am- 
bition ;  they  could  not  attend  the  Britifh  Parliament 
without  renouncing  bufinelSj  they  would  be  entirely 
confined  to  profeflional  profpeds ;  and  mere  poli- 
tical emoluments  and  fituations  would  be  taken 
from  their  gra fp. 

But  when  oppofition  to  an  Union  came  forward 
from  the  Bar,  it  muft  be  taken  into  confideration, 
that  the  very  reafons  which  make  the  Bar  oppofe 
an  Union,  are  arguments  in  favour  of  it. 

I.  It  is  obvioufly  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  that 
the  law  fhould  be  accurately  and  deeply  fludied  •, 
and  it  will  be  more  probable  that  ftudents  will  pay 
attention  to  their  profeflion  when  their  hopes  of  ad- 
vancement are  confined  to  knowledge  and  ability 
in  the  line  of  it.  In  proportion  as  you  have  abler 
lawyers,  you  will  have  abler  judges,  efpecially 
when  the  temptation  of  placing  them  upon  the 
bench,  from  political  reafons,  is  removed. 

^,  It  is  obvious  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  ex- 
clude from  the  Legiflature,  young  adventurers, 
who  have  but  little  ftake  in  the  country,  who  have 
acquired  by  habit  a  facility  of  fpeaking  upon  every 
fubje<5t,  and  upon  every  fide  of  z  fubjeifl,    and 

who 
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who  only  confider  a   feat  in  Parliament   as   the 
means  of  bringing  their  abilities  to  market. 

It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  the  profped^s 
of  the  Bar  would  be  materially  injured  by  an 
Union  i  the  offices  to  which  lawyers  are  ufually 
appointed,  would  remain  the  fame ;  and  if  the 
road  to  them  was  more  through  profeflional 
merit,  than  Parliamentary  fervices,  it  does  not 
appear,  that  either  the  Bar  or  the  Public  would 
be  injured. 

It  is  faid,  alfo,  that  the  oppofition  of  the  Bar 
is  not  likely  to  be  unanimous  ;  and  that  fome 
leading  charadlers,  who  have  thought  moft  on 
the  fubjedt,  and  who  are  capable  of  thinking  befl: ; 
who  ought  to  have  great  weight,  where  their 
intereft  is  in  no  fhape  concerned,  and  where  pur- 
fuit  of  public  good  can  alone  fway  their  opinions, 
fo  far  from  confidering  an  Union  as  deftrudtive, 
conceive  it  as  pregnant  with  folid  and  permanent 
benefit.  Aged  and  experienced  characters  are 
certainly  as  liable  to  political  temptations,  as  the 
virtuous  ardency  of  youth ;  but  where  no  private 
intereft  can  operate,  and  efpecially  where  the 
point  of  intereft,  the  cui  bono,  lies  againft  an  opinion 
given,  one  fliould  never  hefitate  between  the  natural 
precipitation  of  youth,  and  the  cautious  decifions 
of  experience. 

To 
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To  demoaftrate  to  the  Clergy,  the  advantages 
of  an  Union,  would  be  loft  labour  indeed  •,  if 
ihey  are  fappofed  in  general  to  be  fufficiently 
fenfible  to  the  intereiis  of  the  Church,  we  may 
fafely  leave  them  to  their  ufual  difcernment,  in 
the  queftion  before  us. 

The  gentlemen  of  landed  property,  would    bef 
merely   afFeded,   as  the   profperity  of  the   king- 
dom in  general  v/ould  be  increafed  or  dimiiiifhed. 
If  an  Union  woyld  produce  tranquillity,   fecurity, 
commercial   and   agricultural  advantages,   eftatc.s 
in     lands   would    be     proportionably    benefited.. 
Political   contefts,    party    liruggles    may    be   the 
barveft  of  cnterprizing  adventurers,  but  they  blight ^^-^^-^^ 
the   hopes,   and   blaft    the   fortune^  o£    cour[try/ij^^^ 
gentlemen.     Land   in  England,   during  times  of*^ 
peace,  is  fold  from  thirty  to  forty  years  purchafe  ; 
in  Ireland  the  price  of  land  feldom  exceeds  twenty 
years  purchafe.     This  is  attributable  to  the  fup- 
pofed  different  ftate  of  tranquillity  and  fecurity  of 
the  two  kingdoms,     The  continual  infurrec5lions  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  of  White  Boys, 
Oak  Boys,  Right  Boys,Defeaders,  United  Irifhmen, 
have  made  refidence  unfafe,  and   dirninifhed  the 
certainty  of  rents,   and  the  value  of  tenure.     If  it   ^ 
is  probable  that  an  Union  would  put  an  end  t9  /•^^^  a 
thefe   diforders,  by  introducing  lleadinefs  of  a4-/^.^>- 
minlftration,  and  regular  fubordination,  the  value  /£^^ 
cf  efiates  would  gradually  rife  to  the  Englifh  level, 

and 
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and  fpeculators  in  land,  would  naturally  pref'ei' 
this  kingdom  as  the  fcene  of  improvement  and  ex- 
periment in  proportion  as  the  foil  is  in  general  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  England,  and  from  being  lefs  im- 
proved, more  fit  for  experiment.  The  monied 
capital  of  England,  has  of  late  years  been  increafed 
tofiich  a  degree,  that,  notwilhfianding  the  enormous 
■loans  which  have  been  borrowed  by  Government, 
the  monied  men  are  embarraffed  in  what  manner 
to  inveft  the  capitals  with  advantage  and  fccurity. 
,-^  When  a  peace  arrives,  and  loans  fhall  ceafe,  the 

,  difficulty  of  employing  capital  will  be  augmented, 

and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  ftate  of  this 

countryjcan _be  rendered  fecure,  it  will  be  abun- 

;  '^        dantly  emplo)'ed  in  Irifh  purchafes  and  Irilh  fpecu- 

y        lation. 


V  J. /♦//'; 


^<^''  /A^lt^ 


It  is  alTo  certain,  that  Great  Britain  does  not  pro- 
W  ^"^     duce  fufficientcorn  for  her  confumption  •,  it  muil  be 
a  great  obje(5t:,  therefore,  for  Irifh  landed  gentle- 
men to  fecure  a  preference  in  the  Britilh  market  for 
rp        ever,  vvhichan  Union  would  certainly  efFedt.^^^ 


&* 


As  we  fuppofe  the  Union  which  we  are  difcufling 
will  confer  all  commercial  advantages  which  Great 
Britain  enjoys  upon  Irifli  fubjeds,  it  would  be  loft 
lime  to  prove  that  our  merchants  muft  be  gainers 
by  the  meafure.  The  Britifh  adminiftration,  in 
.  order  to  cncreafe  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom,  for 
the  purpofes  of  power,  are  perpetually  employed 

in 
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!n  devifing  the  means  of  extending  the  commerce 
of  England  ;  and  under  the  wife  regulations  of  that 
Government,  a  commerce  has  been  eftablifhed, 
and  by  the  late  naval  vidtories  has  been  fecured, 
which  is  the  aftonifhment  of  the  world.  An  Union 
then  will  place  the  Irifh  merchant  upon  an  equality 
with  the  Britifli,  and  he  will  be  certain  to  enjoy  for 
ever  the  fame  privileges,  protection,  regulations, 
bounties  and  encouragements,  as  are  enjoyed  by 
the  greateft  commercial  country  that  ever  flourilhed. 

The  queftion  of  Union  will  be  debated  in  the 
metropolis,  and  one  of  the  chief  arguments  againft 
it  is,  that  it  will  ruin  the  metropolis,  and  render  it 
a   defert.      The   fame   argument  was  ufed  moft^/c 
powerfully  at  the  time  of  the  Scotch  Union,  withx^>^ 
regard  to  Edinburgh  :  the  defertion  of  that  capital/.^^.fe 
was  predicted,  the  bankruptcy  of  its  fhopkeepers,*?^^^ 
the  ruin  of  its  proprietors,  was  foretold  and  infilkd 
upon  i   yet,  notwithftanding  the   Union,  and  the 
prophecy,  Edinburgh,  fo   far  from  decaying,  has 
flouridied  more  fince  the  Union,  than  it  had  done 
before.     It   will  be  confidered,  that  Dublin  muji 
ftill  be  the  refidence  of  a  Viceroy  and  his  court ; 
that  fciences,   arts,  amufements,    may  be  culti- 
vated in  proportion,  as  there  will  be  lefs  atten- 
tion to  politics  i  that  it  will  be  the  feat  of  juftice, 
which  will   be   adminilkred   as   at    prefent;   the 
chief  feat  of  revenue,  and   the  head-quarters  of 
Uie  army.     It  will  probably  monopolize  the  corn 

trade 
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trade  between  Great  Biitain  and  Ireland  ;  ^nd 
from  the  circumiknce  of  the  Canals,  which  are 
making  in  every  part  of  England,  and  communi- 
cating with  London,  its  commerce  for  all  Englifh 
goods  with  Liverpool,  will  greatly  incrcafe ;  and 
in  proportion,  as  canals  from  Dublin  are  carried 
to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  it  will  be  the 
depot  for  their  confumption  in  all  articles  of  BritiQi 
manufaflure   and   import. 

A  fimilar  predidion  is  made    as  to  the   depo- 
pulation of   the   country   in  general ;    and  with 
<^^^^^-much  lels  reafon.     For   what   induces   refidence  ? 
^      ^  Is  it  not  peace,  and  comfort,  and  fecurity  ?    What 
^^t^l^^g  banilbed  fo  many  families,  but  the  lofs  of  thefe 
invaluable   blellinsfs  ?  Reftore  to  Ireland  s;ood  hu- 
mour  and  tranquillity,  and  comfort,  and  fecurity  ; 
•>^i{»:^her  fi;gitives  will  foon  return,   taxes  will  be  lower 
,     in  Ireland.  Jiving  will  be  chejifiejl.     Thefe  advan- 
''^^''  tages,  aflilkd  by  the  natural  attradlon  of  property, 
y     J  and   the  place    of  nativity,  will  foon  bring  back 
the  proprietors  of  the  foil.     Property  is  ever  fluc- 
^/i*i^  tuating ;  men  of  eftate  are  apt  to  be  imprudent 
,  and  prodigal  ;  and  the  accumulations  of  wealth, 

"  acquired  by  the  lawyer,  the  merchant,  the  manu- 
t-c^j^  fadurer,  and  the  farmer,  are  ultimately  inveftcd 
in  the  purchafe  of  land.  New  purchafers  do  not 
'''^*'^' eafily  abandon  their  property;  as,  therefore  the 
wealth  and  trade  of  the  country  encreafe,  the 
purchafers  of  land  will  encreafe,  and  with  new 
purchafers  new  refidents. 

The 
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The  adveffarles  of  an  Union  admit,  that  it  will 
be  beneficial  to  trade  and  manufadlures  ;  ^wc  need 
not  then  be  terrified  by  alarms  of  depopulation. 

The  next  city  in  confequence  to  the  metropolis 
is  Cork,  which  enjoys  a  fituation  particularly  cal- 
culated for  foreign  trade,  and  an  excellent  harbour 
for  Men  of  War  to  refort  to  for  the  protedtion  of 
the  ifland  and  its  commerce.  Ity  is  alfo  the  em- 
porium of  provifions  for  the  Brltifh  Navy,  and  a 
place  for  all  homeward  bound  convoys  to  make 
to  in  times  of  war,  when  the  channel  might 
be  dangerous  to  approach.  From  the  con- 
venience of  the  fituation  of  Cork,  it  would  pro- 
bably, after  an  Union,  become  a  Marine  Station, 
and  a  Dock-yard  would  be  there  formed.  It  is 
known  that  the  three  prefent  harbours  of  England, 
viz.  the  Thames,  Portfmouth,  and  Plymouth, 
are  inadequate  to  the  extent  of  the  navy ;  and 
that  a  new  flation  is  greatly  wanted.  If  an  Union 
were  once  effedted,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
Cork  would  be  feledted  for  the  purpofe. 

Limerick  and  Waterford  would  not  be  par- 
ticularly afFeded,  except  in  proportion  as  an 
Union,  by  inducing  the  import  of  Britilh  capital, 
and  the  general  extenfion  of  trade,  (hould  natu- 
rally augment  their  commercial  exertions;  .and 
this  general  argument  is  applicable  to  all  parts  of 
the  South-weii 
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With  regard  to  the  North  of  Ireland,  which 
carries  on  a  maniifadiire  of  linen,  of  v/hich 
52,000,000  of  yards  have  been  exported-  in  one 
year ;  all  that  can  be  defired  is  to  confirm  a  trade, 
which,  by  its  extent,  feems  a  monopoly.  Great 
Britain  gives  a  preference  in  her  market,  to  Irilh 
over  German  linens  cf  37  per  cent,  and  grants  a 
bounty  of  three  half-pence  a  yard  on  all  Irifh  linens 
re-exported,  the  value  of  which  does  not  exceed 
cighteen-pencc  a  yard.  Thefe  advantages  in  fa- 
vour of  the  North  of  Ireland,  England  might 
repeal  or  diminifh,  whenever  fhe  pleafes  j  by  an 
Union,    they  might  be  fixed  for  ever. 

It  may  now  be  defirable  to  obviate  feverai 
objedions  which  are  naturally  and  generally 
brought  forward  to  difTuade  Ireland  from  an 
Union. 

Firft. — An  Union  would  extinguijh  Ireland.  The 
name  may  remain,  and  furely  it  will  not  exlinguifli 
the  people  and  the  foil ;  though  it  may  meliorate 
both.  If  its  reprefentatives  fit  in  the  fame  place  with 
its  Executive,  and  by  that  means  obtain  great  in- 
fluence in  the  councils  of  the  Empire ;  and  the 
fame  fecurity  for  its  fituation  as  the  people  of 
England  enjoy,  how  will  Ireland  be  extin- 
guithed  ? 

Second. — 
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Second. — IVhat  can  befuch  madnefs  and  folly  as 
for  a  people  to  fend  its  Legiflature  from  the  MaropO' 
lis  of  their  own  Country,  which  is  convenient  to  all  its 
Members,  to  fit  in  the  Metropolis  of  another  Country^ 
feparated  by  the  fea,  at  a  great  di/iance,  to  the  in- 
convenience of  all  Its  Members  ? 

The  anfwer  to  this  objedion  is,  that  Ireland  is 
part  of  an  Empire  ;  that  the  King  of  Ireland  refides 
in  that  diftant  Metropolis ;  that  having  two  Legi- 
flatures  in  one  Empire  is  incompatible  with  its 
fafety ;  that  a  Confolidation  of  thofe  Legiflatures 
promifes  great  advantages ;  that  the  diftance  of 
Ireland  from  the  Metropolis  of  England,  is  not 
greater  than  that  of  Scotland  ;  that  in  the  French 
Republic  the  diftance  of  Toulon  and  many  other 
parts  from  Paris,  is  much  greater  than  the  diilance 
of  Dublin  from  London  ;  and  that  in  America  the 
diftance  of  Charleftown  and  other  Capitals  from 
Philadelphia,  is  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  yet  no  in- 
convenience is  felt  in  thefe  cafes ;  and  the  inconve- 
nience of  diftance  may  be  eafily  balanced  by  the 
advantages  of  Union. 

Third.— 5 W/  we  tamely  refign  that  Legiflature 
whofe  Independence  was  fo  glorioiifly  ajferted  and  ejiab- 
lifhed  by  the  arms  of  the  Volunteers  ? 

It  is  not  intended  to  detraft  from  the  merit  of 
the  Volunteers  of  Ireland.     In  aflerting  the  inde^ 
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pendcncc  of  the  Legiflature  of  Ireland,  they  were 
convinced  they  were  promoting  her  happinefs  and 
fecurity  ;  they  meant  well,  they  aded  nobly,  but 
they  have  failed  in  fuccefs.  The  fecurity  and  hap- 
pinefs of  Ireland  is  at  prefent  fufpended.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  continuance  of  a  feparate  Le- 
giflature will  reftore  it.  Some  new  arrangement 
muft  be  tried.  If  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  armed 
for  the  happinefs  of  their  country,  they  armed  for 
a  feparate  Legiflature,  provided  they  could  obtain 
it ;  but  if  that  has  failed,  and  nothing  but  an  Union 
can  procure  it,  they  armed  for  an  Union ;  it  was 
not  the  means  but  the  end  which  was  in  their 
contemplation.  To  fecure  the  liberty  and  the  pro- 
perty of  their  countrymen,  to  encreafc  the  happi- 
nefs and  profperity  of  their  country,  vs^ere  their  ob- 
jedti  and  whoever  beft  purfues  that  pbjetl,  fights  in 
their  caufe,  and  enlifts  under  their  banners.  Can 
we  fuppofe,  if,  in  1779,  Ireland  had  been  united 
to  Great  Britain  by  an  identity  of  Legiflature ;  that 
if  her  privileges  had  been  equally  great,  and 
equally  eflablifhed  ;  that  if  we  had  then  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  trade  as  free  as  the  commerce  of 
England  ;  if  her  liberties  had  been  fecured  by  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Bill;  if  our  judges  had  been  inde- 
pendent, and  if  we  had  not  been  degraded  by 
Legiflating  Privy  Councils — in  Ihort,  if  our  Con- 
ftitution  had  been  the  fame  as  the  Britifh,  that  the 
Volunteers  would  have  flood  forth  to  deftroy  the 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  fuch  a  ftate,  and  have 
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difTolved  that  which  produced  ihem  ?  Would  they 
not,  on  the  contrary,  have  confidered  any  attempt 
to  feparate  the  kingdoms  as  hoftile,  and  have 
treated  the  advifers  of  fuch  folly  as  enemies  ? 

Nor  was  it  fo  much  the  theoretic  defedls  of  our 
former  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  which  roufed 
the  Volunteers,  as  the  pradical  evils  refalting  from 
it,  and  efpecially  the  reftraints  upon  our  commerce. 
But  their  acquifitions,  which  removed  thofe  evils 
and  reftraints,  have  produced,  (as  was  at  the  time 
foretold)  new  Inconveniencies  and  evils:  What 
then  is  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  ?  a  fubordination  of  the 
Irifti  Legiflature  to  the  Brififh,  has  been  experienced 
and  found  injurious  y  a  feparate  Legiilature  has 
been  tried,  and  proved  inadequate  to.  fecure  our 
happinefs  j  an  incorporation  with  the  Britilli  Par- 
liament may  ftill  be  reforted  to,  which  promifes 
the  fecurity  of  our  fubordinate  ftate,  the  advantages 
of  our  independent  ficualion,  and  is  in  theory  pre- 
ferable to  both. 

Fourth.— M«/  /;  not  be  the  height  of  folly  tf>  part 
with  the  management  of  our  own  concerns  for  ever  f  * 

The  obvious  anfwer  is,  that  in  a  fair  Legiflative 
Union  with  Great  Britain  we  (hall  retain  as  far  a? 
is  necelTary,  and  not  part  with  at  all  the  manage- 
ment of  our  concerns.  We  fhall  have  Iriflimen 
m  the  originating  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain ;  we 
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/hall  have  a  number  of  Irilh  Reprefentatives  in 
proportion  to  our  relative  confequence,  and  in  the 
Parliament  of  the  Empire.  Our  affairs  v/ill  be 
there  difcuiTed  by  our  own  Members,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  wifeft  and  freeft  affembly  which  ever' 
exiftcd,  where  our  intereft  is  their  intereft,  our 
profperity  their  profperity,  our  power  their  aggran- 
dizement, and  where  of  courfe  the  anxiety  for  our 
welfare  muft  be  as  great  in  the  Britifh  as  in  the 
Irifh  part  of  the  Legiflature. 

But  tills  objeflion  might  as  well  be  urged  by 
Yorkfhire,  or  any  county  in  England  as  by  Ireland, 
It  will  be  faid  the  Members  for  Great  Britain  will 
out-number  the  Members  for  Ireland,  as  live  to 
one ;  fo  may  Yorkfhire  complain  that  the  Members 
for  Great  Britain  are  in  proportion  to  the  Members 
for  Yorkfhire  as  fifty  to  one. 

The  fame  weak  argument  was  advanced  at  the 
time  of  the  Union  of  Scotland ;  it  was  then  re- 
futed in  terms,  it  has  fince  been  refuted  by  expe- 
rience. 

Fifth. — A  kingdom  that  fubje^s  its  own  Legifla- 
ture to  the  will  of  another  kingdom,  becomes  its  flave. 
Let  the  pofition  be  granted,  and  let  it  be  allowed 
that  it  is  true,  with  refped  to  an  Union  of  defpotic 
countries  -,  with  regard  to  an  Union  of  free  coun- 
tries it  does  not  apply.    For  an  Union,  prefuppo- 
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fing  that  the  Legiflature  of  the  united  empire  is 
compofed  of  numbers  of  reprefentalives,  pcopor- 
tionate  to  its  component  parts,  and  that  the  laws 
to  be  made  mull  attach  generally  and  not  partially, 
and  that  there  is  an  identity  of  privileges  and  in- 
terefts  throughout  the  whole  ;  it  will  follow,  that 
fo  long  as  any  part  of  the  Union  remains  free,  the 
whole  will  remain  free.  Who  would  defire  to  have 
better  fecurity  for  his  liberty  than  an  Englilhmaa 
pofTelTes  for  his  ?  The  liberties  of  the  empire  are  at 
prefent  maintained  by  a  feparate  body  of  repre- 
fentatives  for  Great  Britain,  and  a  feparate  body  of 
reprefentatives  for  Ireland  -,  how  will  either  be  en- 
dan"gered^  when  a  common  body  of  reprefentatives 
fiiall  be  formed  on  a  fchem^  of  mutual  intereft  for 
the  joint  prefervation  of  both? 

Sixth. — It  is  urged  that  the  prefent  is  a  mojl  impro- 
per time  to  agitate  the  quejiion,  when  the  people  are  in 
fuch  ajiate  of  irritation  and  turbulence,  and  the  king- 
dom engaged  in  war. 

It  may  be  argued  on  the  other  hand,  that  th« 
prefent  is  the  period  moft  adapted  for  its  difcuflion  ; 
for  whilft  the  feelings  of  > ;  misfortunes  are 

frelh,  it  is  natural  that  we  fhould  be  anxious  to 
provide  every  fafeguard  againft  their  recurrence, 
and  that  we  ought  not  to  adjourn  the  confideration 
of  our  permanent  fafety  to  a  cafual  interval  of 

peace. 
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peace,  when  i  temporary  enjoyment  of  tranquilaty 
may  render  us  indifferent  and  regardlefs. 

As  to  a  time  of  war,  it  is  true,  that  the  Volun- 
teers toolc  advantage  of  the   embarraffments   of 
Great  Britain  in  the  laft  war,  to  afTert  the  independ- 
ence of  our  Parliament.     Jt  is  likewife  true,  that 
the  United  Irifhmen  in  the  prefent  war  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  fuppofed  weaknefs  of  Great  Britain 
to  play  the  game  of  feparation.     When,  therefore, 
**^       enemies  of  the  empire  take  advantage  of  a  time  of 
'C^,        war  and  embarrall'ment  to  effed  its  ruin,  we  fhould 
/  tarn  againlt  them  their  own  game,  and  make  ufe 

*"  '     of  a  time  of  war  to  eilablifh  its  fecurjty.^^Ji*^^  -; 

Seventh. — The  quejlion  of  Union  is  beyond  the  power 
^Hil  competence  of  Parliament ;  a  Hoiife  of  Commons 
ele6led  for  eight  years ^  cannot  ahoUflo  the  Hoiife  of 
Commons  for  ever. 

This  objedion  is  eafily  anfvvered  by  confidering 
the  end  of  Legiilative  Inftitutions,  by  which  their 
competency  is  beft  defined.  The  end  for  which 
Legifiature  is  eftabliflied  by  a  free  people  is  to 
maintain  their  property,  to  proted  their  charaders, 
to  fccure  the  liberty  of  their  perfons,  and  to  con- 
fult  the  convenience  and  happinefs  of  the  people. 
Now  if  it  be  not  pofiible  for  a  Legiflature  to  enfure 
Ihefe  ends  to  its  conftituents  by  preferving  itfelf 
fcparate  from  another  kingdom,  and  if  by  unit- 
ing 
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ing  itfelf  with  another  kingdom,  it  is  certain  or 
highly  probable  that  their  ends  will  be  attained  ;  it 
follows,  that  were  a  Legiflature  to  refufe  entertain- 
ing fuch  a  qusftion  it  would  defert  its  duty,  which 
is  the  purfuit  of  the  general  good.  That  in  the 
difculfion  of  the  queftion  the  Legiflature  ought  to 
lillen  to  the  opinion  of  the  people  is  true,  and  it 
will  not  ad  againft  that  opinion  if  univerfal ;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  it  ought  not  to  be  terrified  by 
the  clamour  of  a  few,  and  fhould  be  fatisfied  by 
general  acquaintance. 

If  this  argument  had  any  real  weight,  we  could 
never   have   obtained   the  reformation,  and   the 
cftablifliment   of  Proteftantifm ;  we  could  never 
have  procured  the  Revolution,  and  have  changed 
the  line  of  hereditary  fucceffion  to  the  throne  ; 
the  Union  of  Scotland  and  England  could  not 
have  been  entertained.     It  is  a  common  maxim 
in   logic,    that    what   proves   too  much,   proves 
nothing ;  and  if  this  maxim  is  applicable  to  fub- 
jeds,  where  ftrid  reafoning  is  required,  it  cannot 
be   excluded   from   political    arguments,    where 
probabilities  and  experiences  mud  be  reforted  to, 
and  queftions  are  to  be  decided  by  the  principles 
of  moral  reafoning,   not  by  mathematical  pre- 
cifion. 

Eighth. — The  arguments  from  national   dig* 
nity,  and  national  pride,  have  been  obviated  al- 

H  ready ; 
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ready ;  but  as  they  will  be  repeatedly  urged,  as 
being  eafy  topics  of  declamation,  another  mode 
of  rejeding  them  may  be  fuggefted. 

Ireland,  independent  Ireland,  has,  at  this 
moment,  its  commerce  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
protected,  without  expence,  by  the  Britifli  ^avy. 
Her  fupplies  for  the  year  are  chiefly  raifedby  the 
Eritifn  Minifter  jn^ En^and,  on  the  faith  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament ;  her  country  is  protedled  from 
domeflic  and  foreign  enemies,  by  forty  thoufand 
Britifh  troops,  at  the  expence  to  Great  Britain, 
of  feven  hundrtj'd  th""rvind  pnnnds  n-year.  If  her 
dignity  and  pride  do  not  fuffer  by  receiving 
fuch  afiiftance  and  proteclion,  how  can  they  be 
injured,  if  fhe  makes  herfelf  a  part  of  that  nation, 
incorporates  her  Legiflature  into  that  of  Great 
Britain,  and  converts  that  protedion,  which  fhe 
now  receives  as  favour,  into  a  right  ? 

Ninth. — When  Ireland  was  fuhjeB  to  the  con- 
iroul  of  the  Britijlo  Parliament,  was  Jhe  not 
kept  down  in  a  wretched  Jlate  of  penury,  by  the 
tyranny  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  will  Jhe  not  be  re- 
duced to  a  fimilar  Jlate,  by  again  fuhjcding  her 
reprejentative  to  theirs  ?  Has  not  all  the  im- 
provement of  the  kingdorn  arifcn  from  the  exertions 
of  a  free  Legijlaturc  ;  and  Jljall  we  confent  to  part 
with  that  power,  which  has  been  the  only  caufe 
of  our  profperily  / 

This 
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This   argument   would   have   fome   weight  i^  •'^ 
an  Union  were  a  ftate  of  fubjeclion,  from  which  Au. 
it  is  eflentially  diftinguifhed,  as  has  been  demon-  /i^ 
ftrated  before.     The  great  advantage  of  an  Union  ^ 
is,    that    it   places   Ireland  on   an   equality  with  *  ^ 
Great  Britain,    and  prevents   its  fubjeclion     for 
ever.     The  vice  of  our  former  connexion  with>^ 
England  was,  that  Great  Britain   made  laws  to  ^^^ 
bind  Ireland,  without  binding  herfelf  at  the  fame  x 
time,  by  the  fame  laws.     After  an  Union,  par- 
tial  laws   cannot   be   made,    where  general   in-/ 
terefl:  is   concerned  ;  we  (hall  have  full  fecurity(^>^ 
that    the    Britifh  United   Parliament   will   never;^*-<s 
injure  Ireland,  becaufe  it  mud  at  the  fame  time/* 
injure   herfelf,  and  this   is   the   befl  poffible  fe-  ^ 
curity.,<^/>/ir./y^^,^>  ^r^*^  t.ic^iuQ  ^^^^.-£.£,^ 

ft  IS  certam,  tnaf  fince  the  indepeildence  of  the 
Irifh   Legiflature,   our  commerce   has  increafed^'^' 
but  that  has  been  efFe£ted  by  Great  Britain  ad-^^ 
mitting  us  to  her  Colony  trade,  and  by  relaxing 
the  Navigation  Laws  ;  and  if  the  giving  us  fome'^'^ 
of  the  advantages  of  Britifh  Commerce,  has  been^   > 
of  fuch  benefit  already,   what  progrefs   may  we  "^ 
not  expeO:,  when  all  the  advantages  of  the  Britifii^^^ 
Market,  and  Britifli  Commerce  fhall  be  fecured     ^ 
to  us  for  ever,  whidi  cannot  fail  to  be  the  effect j^^^ 
of  an  Union  !  a^/  ^ft^t*^^ /  ■'/  y <^*^^^^y:^^^*^ 

^A^  At^T.^  /^^A^    <^?^/?/  ^^i^y^       Tenth.— 
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Tenth. — j^n  Union  mujl  be  our  ruin  or  dejlruilion  ^ 
all  we  want  is  a  good  Jleady  Adminijlration^  wifely 
and  frnily  condufledy  and  then  all  things  will  go 
well. 

Here  we  muft  aflc,  what  is  meant  by  a  jinn  and 
Jleady  Adminiflralion  ?  Does  it  mean  fuch  an  Ad« 
minil^ration  as  attends  to  the  cncreafe  of  the  na- 
tion in  population,  its  advancement  in  agriculture, 
in  manufadures,  in  wealth  and  profperity  ?  IF 
that  is  intended,  we  have  had  the  experience  of  it 
thefe  twenty  years  ;  for  it  is  univcrfally  admitted, 
that  no  country  in  the  world  ever  made  fuch  ra- 
pid advances  as  Ireland  has  done  in  thefe  refpedls  ; 
yet,  all  her  accellion  of  profperity  has  been  of 
no  avail ;  difcontent  has  kept  pace  with  improve- 
ment, difcord  has  grown  up  with  our  wealth, 
con fpi  racy  and  rebellion  have  fhot  up  with  our 
profperity. 

What  then  is  intended  by  'd  Jleady  and  Jinn  Ad" 
ininijlration  ?  Is  it  a  determined,  inflexible  fupport 
of  Prolei\ant  Afcendency,  and  a  rigorous  and 
indignant  rejedion  of  Catholic  claims  ?  Who  will 
be  a  guarantee  of  that  fyllem,  and  whom  will  it 
content  ?  The  Catholics  will  not  acquiefce  in  its 
propriety.  A  party  of  ,Protertants  in  Ireland, 
term  it  linj-uft  and  abfund  ;  another  party  in 
England  term  it  by  fouler  names  -,  great  leaders 
in  oppofition,  poflibly  the  future  minifters  of  Eng- 
land, may  condemn  it ;  and  feme  members  of  the 

Britifli 
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Entilh  Cabinet  are  fuppofed  to  be  adverfe  to  it. 
Its  ftability  may  rert  upon  accident,  upon  the 
death  of  ^  fingle  charadter,  upon  the  change  of  a 
Miniftcr,  on  the  temper  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
and  the  policy  of  tnis  fyftem  is  much  doubted  by 
the  people  of  England. 

But  perhaps  a  firm  and  fleady  Adminijiratkn 
means  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Reform.  Dr, 
M'Nevin,  however,  and  the  United  Iriihmenp 
affure  us,  that  thefe  meafures  are  the  certain  intro-- 
dudion  of  Separation  and  Republicanifm,  and  that 
they  were  merely  adopted  with  that  view  by  thg 
United  Irifhmen.     Fas  efi  i^  ah  hojiu  doc§ri. 

If  then  mere  attention  to  agricultural  and  cois- 
mercial  profperity,  and  to  general  improvement, 
will  not  preferve  good  order,  fubordination,  and 
aHegiance  ;  if  the  pov/er  of  maintaining_£ioteftant 
Ascendency  is  imcertain,  and  the  prqle_(^._of  Catho^ 
lie  Emancipation  and  Reform  is  pre^nani_.-5sdth 
danger,  ought  we  to  reject  the  confideratlon  of  3, 
meafure  with  contumely  and  difdain,  which  places 
onr  Conftitution  on  the  fame  footing  of  fecurity 
as  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  holds  out  Briliflj  Cci 
Principles,  Britifh  Honour,  and  Britifh  Power,  as/^ 
the  guarantee  of  our  Liberties  and  F.ftablifhn:^ents  ?^^^^ 

'^A  few  of  the  topics  relating  to  an  Union  have 
been  nov/  difcufTed,  and  it  is  hoped  they  have  been 

difcufled 
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difcunTed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prove  that  the 
rubject_o^an  Union  with  Great  Eri^tajn  deferves  ]he 
ferious  and  calm  deiiberation  of  every  hon^lLman  ; 
thatjt  isnottobe  encountered  by  paflionj  nor 
combated  with  arms. 


^  An  Union  has  this  advantage — it  may  be  our 

^       falvation  ;  it  cannot  be  our  ruin. 


Equal  liberty,  equal  privilege  with  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  guaranteed  by  a  Parliament  com- 
pofed  from  the  Reprefentatives  of  both  kingdoms, 
and  upheld  by  the  power  of  all  the  fubjeds  of  the 
two  illands ;  in  fhort,  the  confolidation  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  with  one 
Conftitution,  one  King,  one  Law,  one  Religion, 
can  never  be  the  ruin  of  Ireland.  It  widens  the 
foundation  of  our  liberties,  it  advances  our  prof- 
pedts  of  improvement,  it  ftrengthens  the  bafis  of 
profperity  in  domeftic  fecurity,  and  enfures  our 
Imperial  Independence  by  confolidating  our  power.        '"** 

There  may  be  prejudices  to  overcome;  there 
may  be  private  interefts  to  manage  and  to  com- 
penfate  •,  there  may  be  the  intrigues  of  our  enemies 
to  counterad ;  but  if  the  nature  of  our  fituation, 
our  permanent  and  great  interefts,  demonftrate 
an  Union  to  be  falutary  for  Qur  perpetual  improve- 
ment, fecurity,  and  flability,  let  us  boldly  follow 
where  our  reafon  leads,  though  private  intereft  and 

local 
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[  local  prejudice,  and  hoftile  intrigue,  fhall  attempt 
to  impede  and  arreft  our  progrefs. 

The  defign  of  what  has  been  written  is  to  re- 
move any  improper  prepotTeflion  againft  an  Union, 
in  general  -,  the  detail  of  the  fubjedt  has  not  been 
entered  upon.  It  may  be  obferved,  however, 
that  the  following  points  are  fuppofed  : 

Firll. — The  prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion and  eftablirtiment,  as  a  fundamental  article. 

Second. — An  equitable  number  of  Peers  and 
Commoners,  to  fit  in  the  Parliament  of  the  Em- 
pire. 

Third. — An  equality  of  Rights  and  Privileges, 
and  a  fair  adjuftment  of  commerce. 

Fourth. — An  equitable  arrangement  as  to  reve-^^^  / 
(nues,  debts  and  future  taxes,  fuitable  to  our  fitua-  ^x..^^ 
'tion  and  powers,  ^f^/;^^^   c^^u^^U  ^ 

Fifth. — The  continuance  of  the  civil  adminiftra- 
tionin  Ireland,  as  it  flands  at  prefent  accommodated 
to  the  new  fit  nation  of  the  kingdom. 

Sixth. — An  arrangement  for  theRoman  Catholic 

! clergy,  fo  as  to  put  an  end,  if  polfible,  to  religious 
jealoufies,  and  to  enfure  the  attachment  of  that 
order  of  men  to  the  itate. 

Seventh. 
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Seventh.— Some  further  provifion  to  the  X)\iXenU 
^   ing  clergy. 

i    Eighth.— An  arrangement  v/ith  rcfpedl  to  tithes. 

It  is  furely  pofTible  that  alt  thefe  points  may  be 
properly  adjufted,  by  wife  and  noble  men,  fo  as  to 
prove  upon  the  whole  a  rational  and  permanent  fyf- 
fern  upon  which  v/e  may  iecurely  clofe  ap  our  in- 
terelis  with  thofe  of  Great-Britam ;  But  it  would 
be  ufelefs  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  any  meafurc^ 
fo  lonp;  as  the  public  mind  'fliould  rd'ufe  t_odifcujs 
itj_principlc.  If  all  advantages  are  to  be  rejevfted, 
becaufc  they  cannot  be  obtained  but  through  the 
medium  of  an  Union;  if  we  had  rather  continue  irt 
turbulent  infecurity,  than  be  united  in  profperity 
and  happincfs  with  Great-Britain  j  and  if  we  prefer 
adhering  with  tenacious  obflinacy  to  falfe  notions 
of  Pride,  rather  than  to  cherifh  the  fentiments  of- 
true  Independence,  the  labou;- of  detailed  reafoning 
would  be  loft  and  futile. 

But  as  we  truft  the  foregoing  obfervations  may 
fend  to  incline  every  rational  mind  to  a  fair  Exami- 
nation and  Enquiry,  we  may  hereafter  profit  on 
the  difpofition  and  temper  of  the  Public,  and  fug* 
geft  a  fcheme  for  confideration,  accompanied  with 
calculations  and  details- 
Some 
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Some  of  the  ftatements  which  have  been  made 
in  this  publication,  feem  to  have  the  tendency  of 
increafing  Party  Animofityi  whereas  the  objedt  of 
the  writer  is  to  reconcile  and  extinguifh  them  ;  but 
he  knows  not  how  to  induce  men  to  think  rightly, 
without  making  them  fee  their  fituation  and  con- 
fefsit. 

The  premifes  which  have  been  ftated  cannot  be 
controverted.  If  our  fituation  be  imputed  to  mal- 
adminiftration,  who  can  fecure  us  from  its  recur- 
rence ?  If  to  the  inftability  of  affairs,  who  can  in- 
fure  their  future  confiftency  ?  If  to  the  prevalence 
of  the  Proteftant  Monopoly,  who  can  induce  men 
to  relinquilh  what  appeared  to  them  the  fecurity  for 
their  properties  ?  If  to  the  efforts  of  the  Catholics, 
who  can  force  them  to  abandon  their  claims? 

Is  there  not  fome  fettlement  to  be  anxioufly 
wiflied  for,  which  may  lay  thefe  caufes  of  difcon- 
tent  afleep,  and  quiet  them  for  ever  ?  We  have 
been  fufficiently  diftraeted  and  haraffed.  We 
have  drank  enough  from  the  bitter  cup  of  dif- 
fenfion.  Shall  then  any  attempt  to  enfure  tran- 
quillity be  the  fource  of  difcoid  ;  fhall  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  a  plaufible  theory  lead  to  paflion  and  re- 
fentment ;  and  an  honeft  attempt  to  allay  the  com- 
motions of  the  State,  and  to  fettle  its  jarring 
interefts,  be  a  provocation  to  new  animofities  and 
frefh  outrages  ? 

I  The 
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The  enemies  of  the  empire  have  flated,  that 
Ireland  can  never  be  happy  until  fhe  is  feparated 
from  England ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  rnany  of  her 
friends,  that  flie  never  can  be  truly  happy  till  flie 
ft  entirely  united  with  England. 

The  one  attempt  would  make  Ireland  the  fcene 
of  conteil  in  Europe  ;  would  deluge  her  with 
blood  ;  would  reduce  her  to  defoiation :  the  latter 
by  making  her  power,  the  power  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  power  of  Great  Britain  her  own,  would 
enable  the  Britifli  Empire  to  defy  every  hoflile 
attack,  and  to  fecure  to  the  happy  coafis  of  the 
two  illands,  all  the  bleffings  of  genuine  and 
rational  liberty,  of  ):rue  and  folid  ind::pendence 
•and  fecurity. 


THE      END. 


^J^ 


